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Eugene Willging 


Woodward, Tom Paine: America’s Godfather. 
Dutton. June 22, 1945. 359p. $3.50. 


Woodward simply attempts prove too much. refers 
flatly Thomas Paine “the most advocate dur- 
ing the whole the eighteenth century for human free- 
dom, equality men, free education, universal suffrage, 
and rights women” (p. that brusque statement 
Washington, Jefferson, Franklin and many others are 
pushed off the stage history. Franchot Tone [the movie 
actor, presumably] credited with having thought the 
title given the book, due the statement made Mr. 
Woodward, “Paine created the expression United States 
America and the sentence quoted above [which 
appeared January, 1777] was used for the first time” 
(p. How could Mr. Woodward make such stupid 
blunder? The expression United States America ap- 
pears the opening line the final paragraph the 
Declaration Independence, every schoolboy knows, 
and that document antedated the second number the 
Crisis referred about six months. short, at- 
tempting prove too much, Mr. Woodward has brought 
into question points that are decidedly tenable. 


This reviewer feels deeply indebted the memory 
Thomas Paine for the great accomplishments made the 
patriot the cause American independence. There 
doubt that great deal uncalled for irreverence has 
been showered upon Paine. His pamphlet Common 
Sense, which appeared Philadelphia 1776 undoubted- 
hastened the trend toward independence. When 
went England, after the Revolution, and wrote the 
Rights Man, 1791, answer Edmund Burke’s 
Reflections the French Revolution, was simply carry- 
ing his campaign for human freedom. Forced leave 
England for having expressed himself plainly, know 
that went France, where eventually fell into dis- 


favor with the revolutionary element because was 
unwilling approve their excesses. While jail 
wrote the Age Reason 1794, and was this pam- 
phlet, containing his ideas the Bible and religion 
general, which made him unpopular America, which 
returned 1802. From then until died 1809, 
his life was difficult. Many his former friends avoided 
him; his income dwindled practically nothing; had 
little medical attention his last illness, and when 
was taken his grave, “Six people were there—a Quaker 
watchmaker, Frenchwoman and her two little boys, and 
two Negroes. Not even one person distinction took 
the time pay his respects, stand over the grave with 
uncovered head, say few words the funeral 
service” (p. 339). 


Why such does not make this 
clear. course the flaming issues the Revolution 
were dead this time, and seemed that Paine died 
with them. Possibly the declining years would have been 
different had not offended the religious sensibilities 
America period when the nation was more religiously 
inclined than present. Was Paine atheist, 
charged? Woodward, quoting generously from Paine’s 
writings, makes clear that Paine was Deist; today 
would called Unitarian. did not believe the 
Divinity Christ; did not believe that any church was 
divinely instituted; did not believe that the Bible was 
inspired. clear that Woodward approves Paine’s 
religious views, since states plainly: “But while Paine 
ridiculed the absurd fiction the Bible, which should 
not deceive intelligent person for moment, be- 
lieved nevertheless God, future life, and the 
eternal kindness and all-embracing love the Creator. 
believed that the true Word God shown only 
Nature, the forests and the fields, sunshine and rain, 
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Woodward Sargent 


the living creatures the earth, and calls the 
choicest gift God man the Gift Reason” (p. 262). 
Woodward also refers the “myths the 
which Paine did not believe (p. 336). 


Because these statements Woodward, the 
author, this reviewer unable recommend what 
otherwise interesting although somewhat exaggerated 
account Paine’s varied career. The average adult, made 
aware this Deism held Woodward, may nevertheless 
read the volume with good deal interest and harm. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, Chicago 


Sargent, Daniel. Mitri—Or the Story Prince Demetrius 
Augustine Longmans, Green. June 27, 1945. 
327p. $3.50. 


March 18, 1945, occurred the one hundred and fiftieth 
anniversary the ordination the first priest receive 
all his major and minor orders the United States. While 
Father Stephen Badin was the first ordained, having 
received minor orders France, Father Demetrius 
Augustine Gallitzin belongs the honor being “the first 
priest wholly created the United States”. This 
anniversary Gallitzin’s ordination, three years after the 
centenary his death, has awakened interest him 
the part many Americans. Appropriately timed, 
therefore, the issuance new and complete biography 
the Russian-born convert, Father Gallitzin. 


tell the story this man culture, author, convert, 
and distinguished early American, was task for noted 
writer. man letters, himself convert, former presi- 
dent both the American Catholic Historical Society and 
the Catholic Poetry Society—Daniel Sargent undertook 
fulfill the requirements this task. Few 
equipped handle the task, possessing, Sargent does, 
rich cultural background, the learning Harvard pro- 
fessor history and literature, and the experience pub- 
lishing other books about Americans. 


There have been biographies Father Demetrius Gal- 
litzin. French, German, and English, his life has been 
told. Two women authors have stressed the story his 
life and adapted their style for the young; another, Sarah 
Brownson, has written admirable biography, but for 
some years has been out print. contemporary life 
German Lemcke has been translated into Eng- 
lish and presents interesting study missionary life 
colonial America. The other lives Gallitzin are but 
compendiums facts his life and have little claim 
being the fruit exacting research. 


The present portrayal Father Gallitzin tells for mature 
minds the story the young scion Russian nobility who 
was nicknamed “Mitri” and whom his parents wished 
famous. However, does more than tell story, for 
presents the moral that one can renowned un- 
predictable way. Moreover, complete biography— 
the fruit prodigous research. Perhaps the outstanding 
feature this scholarly story the sharp delineation 
the characters both mother and son. 


Demetrius Augustine Gallitzin ordinary subject for 
biography. Born princely circles, was the son 
the Russian prince, Dimitri Alexeievitch Gallitzin the 
family that name, and the German-born Amalia von 


Schmettau. 
circles that surrounded the embassies the Hague. His 
first education was imparted disciples the movement 


Later, young was continue his education under 
the guidance his mother, who forsook court life teach 
her children. The intellectual lights Europe were 
the circle the Princess Amalia. Demetrius was walk 
the wake mother who shone guiding star 
the brilliancy intellectual firmament. convert 
the Catholic faith, upon reaching maturity, traveled 
America where became Sulpician and the first full- 
grown fruit the then newly founded Seminary Amer- 
ica. For years labored the priesthood, forty-one 
which spent the backwoods the Allegheny moun- 
tains, the vast missionary territory what now the 
whole Western Pennsylvania. used his culture and 
wealth build Catholic settlement. established 
churches, communities, built school and organized civic 
enterprises. 


was colonizer, missionary, apologist convert-maker, 
civic planner, community organizer, and above all, gen- 
erous, saintly, and self-sacrificing. spent the fortune 
that was his inheritance, and made his life work hew 
out the mountain and forest Catholic community 
dedicated Our Lady Loretto. 


Daniel Sargent aware the dramatic possibilities 


the life his hero, but takes care control his pen- 


and give clear sketch the main character and the 
medley figures, bishops, philosophers, nobles, and back- 
woodsmen who form the background upon which 
paints that character. Some there will who will 
overwhelmed the profusion characters which are 
found the opening chapters the book, for Sargent has 
literally packed his book with personages. 


thorough presentation the events his youthful 
years, the notoriety Gallitzin’s teachers, the American 
scene, the character backwoods life, the sphere in- 
fluence the priest, and above all the deeds and person- 
ality his character, one led understand and appre- 
ciate the life and work Father The author, 
nowhere the book, evaluates the virtues his hero 
the magnitude his works but content tell the 
reader what did. 


Sargent did not attempt definitive biography nor did 
wish fictionalize the life his character, but has 
succeeded presenting scholarly work. The historian 
will find reliable, well portrayed biography. might, 
however, lament the fact that more copious footnotes 
would have made the book historian’s treasure. 


The writer has endeavored avoid heavy footnotes, al- 
though does use such references will not distract the 
average reader. bibliographical essay supplements the 
life Gallitzin, giving the varied and various sources 
consulted. There doubt but that sought out every 
available source information and that uncovered 
archival material hitherto unavailable, using letters never 
before printed. 


Since not fictionalized biography, the book might 
not have popular appeal, but mature reader will find 
interesting, though slightly packed with varied characters 
presenting sharp, well-authenticated description 
one America’s interesting and hitherto little known 
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personalities. Both the style and the language comple- 
ment the appealing aspects Gallitzin’s life. 
Bonaventure Kiley, T.O.R., 
St. Francis College, 
Loretto, Pennsylvania 


Bell, Woodrow Wilson and the People. Double- 
day, Doran. June 1945. iv, 392p. $3.00. 


This balanced book. For thirty years Woodrow Wilson 
has been the subject biographies, studies, and memoirs 
that have painted him everything from prophet and 
seer dreamer and fool. quiet, informal, almost 
journalistic manner Dr. Bell keeps just right center 
give intelligent and sympathetic picture Wilson 
capable and sincere leader who wore himself out 
working for the people. 


Professor Bell begins his portrait with the inauguration 
that date marks Wilson’s entry into public life. Prior 
that time was known and respected academic circles 
scholar and lecturer. the end his term Presi- 
dent, Wilson and Princeton were constantly the news. 
For this was period educational evolution and growth. 
Princeton was becoming one the leading colleges the 
country and planning graduate program university 
proportions. his discussion Wilson’s struggles over 
the quadrangle problem and the immediacy graduate 
studies Dr. Bell seems favor Wilson. does not allow 
for the vision and struggle those who realized that the 
United States was reaching maturity and would need full 
graduate schools for those Americans who could not make 
the grand tour continental schools. position 
this whole controversy surprising the light his 
own difficulties financing his own graduate training 
Johns Hopkins. 


When leaves the academic controversy and discusses 
Wilson’s rise political figure, Dr. Bell seems surer 
grounds. Due credit given the New Jersey politicos, 
Colonel Harper and House and McCoombs without 
making the future President Charlie McCarthy sitting 
various political knees. The intricacies the convention, 
campaign and elections 1912 are well sketched, and the 
appeal Wilson’s oratorical skill rightly emphasized. 
For Wilson always felt more confidence dealing with 
crowd than dealing with individuals. Dr. Bell aptly 
calls 1912 year presidential “hijacking”. 


Today are wont forget Wilson’s domestic policies, 
the New Freedom that was the New Deal 1913. Dr. 
Bell stresses the importance this program Wilson’s 
mind, his conception the function the President 
the leader and servant the people. The Underwood 
Tariff, the Federal Trade Commission, the Clayton Anti- 
Trust Act, the Federal Reserve System and the Adamson 
Railway Act were passed threatening, cajoling, and én- 
couraging Congress that had not seen such presidential 
leadership over one hundred years and would not see 
again until the New Deal. World War gave tem- 
porary solution some our domestic problems and 
relegated the others the background whence they still 
haunt us. 


Wilson went into the presidency with little prepara- 
tion international diplomacy. Dr. Bell does not try 
hide this side the early war years. presents Wilson 


Bell Fontaine 


stranger international relations who with vigor and 
determination followed what considered the best course 
even when was unpopular. The presentation Wil- 
son’s attitude toward England and Germany perhaps 
pro-British, but Wilson not made rabid Anglophile 
nor deluded juvenile. The problem was complex one 
and not solved post factum dogmatic explanations. 
Dr. Bell appreciates the complexity the problems and 
expresses the position and mentality Wilson well 
can done present. generally approves the main 
lines Wilson leadership before, during and after the 
war, but does not try justify any lapses that policy. 
Nor does try explain away mistakes and failures. 
The League Nations struggle presented without tar- 
ring the isolationist. The final exclusion House and 
Tumulty are perhaps oversimplified Dr. Bell hastens 
the tragedy physical collapse political 
rejection. 


The personal side Wilson’s character well handled. 
fact, Dr. Bell shows remarkable insight. Thus de- 
scribing Wilson’s relationship with men, writes, “It 
doubtful whether could give his ‘whole heart’ outside 
his family, but expected those called his friends 


not only their hearts, but sometimes their convictions, 


too. His egotism was frank and natural, well 
glossed over courtesy and dignity, inoffensive 
except times stress; but was too deep-seated 
allow him make the sort friends most needed” 
(p. first Mrs. Wilson receives from Dr. Bell 
generous accolade. She pictured not only charm- 
ing wife and mother, but one the few who under- 
stood all sides the President, and one whose devotion 
and sacrifice helped both the personal and political life 
her husband. time someone made study her 
influence. Dr. Bell has pointed the way for such work. 


This not book for scholars. The author meant 
introduction the life and work Wilson. has dis- 
pensed with footnotes, and avoided some the contro- 
versial problems that surround the career Wilson. For 
those interested further readings there excellent 
bibliography with interest evaluations the various works. 
Perhaps would have been better had Professor Bell given 
more formal account Wilson’s earlier years, the period 
that set his character, his education, and his “kinks”. For 
his conduct and action public life become much more 
intelligible when seen the light his education and 
early experience. Future editions would improved 
the addition references for the selections taken from 
Wilson’s writings and speeches. Otherwise, this 
excellent work for the college student and the general 
reader who want obtain understanding and apprecia- 
tion the work Woodrow Wilson. 


Brian McGrath, S.]., 


Georgetown University 


Fontaine, Robert. The Happy Time. Simon and Schuster. 
June 18, 1945. 269p. $2.50. 


The present volume the first series “first books” 
which S&S propose publish under the heading “Ven- 
ture Press Books”. The Happy Time the childhood 
the author between the ages nine and fourteen the 
Oitawa twenty years ago. meet his wacky Anglo- 
French family: Papa, who violinist and conducts 
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Steele Genovese 


theatre orchestra; Maman, gentle and loving and devout 
Presbyterian; Uncle Louis who dying, and has been 
dying for years, but who sustains himself from day day 
excellent grade white wine, and still with 
(and still drunk) the end the book; Uncle Felix, 
“one the few Catholics our family”; Uncle Des- 
monde, connoisseur the can-can and collector 
flowered garters; and the amorous Grandpa with taste 
for women over fifty and for brandy chocolates. 


Each chapter episode family life, complete 
itself, and least three them, Bluebeard for 
“The Nightgown the and “The Romantic 
Trousers” reach the level “unqualified delight” which 
the publishers claim for the whole book: tender, human, 
appealing. The story sprinkled with good laughs, gaiety, 
epigrams, lovely wines and tempting French meals un- 
rationed succulence which the author describes (rather 
brutally, think) detail. 


The only characters I’m sorry have met are Father 
Sebastian and his Bishop. Mr. Fontaine spoils the kindly 
tone his book trotting out fat, gluttonous, sancti- 
monious, thick-lipped, wine-bibbing priest and grasping, 
dishonest Bishop: they resemble pair caricatures from 
the pen some Nazi-Communist propagandist. 
over, Father Sebastian’s theological ideas would startle 
Messrs. Pohle and Preuss: “God, His infinite wisdom, 
has plan, far can have enjoyed 
ourselves worshipping Thee. This something frequently 
lost sight the True Church” (pp. 83-9 passim). This, 
plus some playful-prurient passages (pp. 66, 106, 192-4, 
210) render the book unsuitable for young readers, al- 
though adults will find the story, whole, good recrea- 
tional reading. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 


Washington 


Steele, Wilbur That Girl from Memphis. Doubleday. 
June 1945. 470p. $3.00. 


This historical novel Arizona mining country the 
story the love farmboy Garnett Cannon for prostitute 
Bird Birdwarden and their conflict over the silver boom 
town Beulah City eventually ending reconciliation 
and death. The time the latter part the 19th century. 


1889 Garnett Cannon was ordinary Kansas farmboy 
when his mother died and his fraudulently pious Uncle 
Fred used the estate buy half-interest silver claim. 
their way Beulah City they were ambushed 
Apaches strayed from their reservation and Garnett 
escaped into the mountains with Bird Birdwarden, young 
prostitute who had been bought Crease Atcheson half 
owner the Little Vanderbilt, the rich claim into which 
Uncle Fred had the hills for several days 
the two fall love with Garnett innocently ignorant 
her past. While searching for minister after their rescue 
Garnett learns that Bird prostitute and the two quarrel 
and part. Bird forces Crease marry her and forces him 
hound Garnett into fight which Crease killed. 
Garnett flees and Bird becomes owner the Little Van- 
derbilt. After living hobo Garnett ends 
Methodist Seminary which leaves return Beulah 
City where Bird has built mansion and attempted with- 
out success control the town. bitter battle develops 


between Bird and Garnett and although reconciliation 


imminent several occasions the two always quarrel 
anew. Garnett formally acquitted murdering Atche. 
son; his uncle sells his interest the silver claim 
rival miner who ties the Little Vanderbilt with legal 
action; the town badly damaged flash flood during 
which Garnett hero. Finally the silver boom shows 
signs breaking and Garnett becomes agitator. 
fighting for miners’ rights framed bombing 
and sent prison. When finally returns finds 
Beulah City ghost town partially covered the water 
power dam. lives with Bird her mansion until 
they are removed engineers who plan blast rock 
wall removing pressure their The two sneak back 
and die together the sinking house. 


historical novel this book deals faithfully and well 
with many aspects the silver mining days the West. 
The personal elements the story are however lower 
quality. Prostitution flaunted throughout the book and 
Garnett’s self-righteousness is, times, almost 
There profanity and there are occasional other objec- 
tionable features. book suitable for adults but 
there little reason recommend it. 


Genovese, Gen. Flew Without Guns. 
June 18, $2.50. 


1938 “Gen” Genovese received appointment the 
Army Air Corps and was sent Randolph Field for 
cadet training. Although had been commercial pilot 
for some six years was unable complete the army 
training and was washed out. After working for some 
the aviation corporations California for some time 
volunteered for the plane transport service England 
1941. There flew seventy-six different types planes 
from assembly points combat areas. Usually those 
planes were unarmed and frequently the pilots had 
rely wit and flying ability escape 
Weather was added obstacle were the anchor cables 
the barrage balloons which dotted the English land- 
scape. But the pay was good, there was fun between jobs 
and the young pilots managed find without difficulty. 
However, the strict flying rules did not agree with Geno- 
vese and when his contract expired 1942 returned 
this country. 


After short time home Genovese signed with Pan- 
American fly the trans-Himalaya route for China Na- 
tional Airways Corporation. This flight over the “Hump” 
was not only one the most dangerous but one the 
most important since represented the last lifeline for 
piping supplies into China. Genovese soon became famil- 
iar with the route and its two greatest dangers, ice and 
Zeros. Again flew unarmed and only his own skill 
could save him. Between flights and the other pilots 
managed find good times including hunting trips 
maharajahs’ invitations, and friendship with one 
Calcutta’s swankier prostitutes. Flight high altitudes 
necessary cross the Himalayas required the use 
oxygen. Genovese found this habit forming and 
was forced discontinue flying 1943. His return 
the United States with two companions was odyssey 
involving the transport captured leopard cubs contrary 
regulations. Shortly after Genovese married Gerry 
Ewing, show girl, and took job test pilot for 
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public Aviation Corp. The first and last chapters de- 
scribing flight over the “Hump” and crack-up test 
flight are the best the book. Otherwise there little 
gestive references sex. suitable for adults but 
deserves great recommendation. 


St. George, Thomas Proceed Without Delay. Crowell. 
July 17, 1945. $2.00. 


The author and illustrator Postmaster presents 
one more record his life the army, 167 pages 
which devoted waiting Australia and New Guinea 
for assignment active duty, and the last chapter 
the preparations for the battle Leyte. this same pro- 
portion, the book boring and interesting. The author 
and his friends are pictured “regular which 
makes the reader falsely conclude that the typical soldier 
gold-brick, rake-hell, chiseler, and pretty much 
The final step into action, the final word that 
owe much these “gallant supposed make 
for the remainder the sketch. not absolutely 
necessary that authors war memoirs make their char- 
acters noble and heroic, although this has been 
essential, however, that they admirable, some- 
what tolerable. Neither men nor soldiers—until the 
battle the people St. George’s world worth 
knowing. The record pseudo-smart: his account 
night life during furlough Australia, the author warns: 
“lock your younger daughters the coal bin”; this chapter 
for adults only! observing the homeric drinking bouts, 
which probably were escape, but which were silly dur- 
ing and after the event, are asked accept the ser- 
geant’s observation: “Growing boys cannot live tap 
Admitted that red tape irritating, the illegal 
short cuts liberty and happiness are hardly commend- 
able. The volume illustrated poor drawings, especi- 
ally contrast the good art work which has come out 
the war; blasphemy frequent, apparently for the sake 
realism; the pages are cluttered with initials, which 
mean nothing unless the book written only for the 
military; the laughs—although sponsored book 
humor—can counted the fingers one hand. 
The author grants that nothing importance happened 
him during the period the book; this hardly deserves 
recording. 


Avery Hopwood Prize Award Novel 


Kehoe, William. Sweep Dusk. Dutton. June 15, 
1945. 442p. $2.75. 


Many the presentday minor prizewinning novels are 
partially psychoanalytical nature with plot and action 
subordinated attempt showing the psychological 
motivation development main character. Most 
them are somewhat terrifying the utter naturalism 
the characters and the complete absence morality 
formative factor. Almost all them end uncer- 
tain note with some indefinite change having taken place 
the main character through which becomes self- 
and conquers the psychoses which. had been 
afflicting him. The present book one this type—the 
story boy who was uncertain his own normality, 
who thought that was dominated maternal affection, 
who was afraid other people and mistrusted his rela- 


tionships with them. Secondarily story college 
fraternity life all its vacuity. 


Curt Fahrner lives with his silent and withdrawn father 
and his somewhat dominating mother whose domination 
result her own sense futility bending others 
her own desires. Curt himself withdrawn and moves 
rather hazily through life going through the usual activi- 
ties but always detached from them. Always ques- 
tions his own normality and measures himself against 
others, attempting achieve what considers their ease 
living. But never quite succeeds, drifting along aim- 
lessly until gets chance college and study art. 
looks this chance opportunity get new 
start life among unknown people. However, part his 
first year college spent the same futile endeavor 
accepted others. Then joined fraternity and 
began build his life upon the material, sensuous 
lives his brothers. Thus succeeded considering 
himself accepted normai others. However, the sud- 
den death his father, precipitating disabling psychotic 
crisis his mother, forced him withdraw from college 
and collapsed the entire milieu which had built 
carefully. Leaving college and returning home satisfy 
his mother found himself back the old drifting un- 
certainty and felt himself again dominated completely 
his mother. The book ends abruptly when forces 
minor symbolic break that domination. 


About the only value the book the portrayal mod- 
ern college fraternity life which confines itself purely 
the material and completely lacking any beneficial 
influence. Otherwise there little value drawn 
from the book. Objectionable features include profanity, 
adultery and fornication. The book suitable for mature 
adults but there reason recommend it. 


Hamlin, Helen. Nine Mile Bridge. 
1945. 233p. $2.50. 


Whether not this book about life the Maine woods 
really, the jacket states, rich record good living” 
question that might well arise the mind any 
reader. the life “good pagan” ever com- 
mended, emulated, desired? True, the story re- 
freshingly original account life amid the beauties 
nature, but there complete lack any spiritual aware- 
ness any concept man’s fundamental purpose life. 
Indeed, the only reference things religious scornful 
comment the French Canadians’ insistence sending 
their children schools where they would learn cate- 
chism. 


May 25, 


Norton. 


The author was born Maine, family game 
wardens. was not unnatural, therefore, that after finish- 
ing her Normal School course, she should anxious 
teach one the most far-flung outposts the state: 
Churchill Depot. here that she meets and works 
with some decidedly colorful backwoods characters. And 
here, too, that she meets and falls love with Curly, 
the district game warden. 


Nine Mile Bridge the story the first three years the 
married life Helen and Curly, spent enchanted 
wilderness far away from civilization. They both loved 
the rough, uncultivated region and the solitude im- 
posed upon them. During the winter months their 
contact with the outside world was long journey with 
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dog sled. Most the book deals with their day-to-day 
existence the small encampment: their inventiveness 
emergencies, their wonderful dogs, their peaceful evenings 
making fudge and reading, their French Canadian neigh- 
and their self-sufficiency the company each 
other. 


spite some lovely descriptive passages, the style 
this volume grows rather tedious times. work 
suffers from lack variety. Then, too, Mrs. Hamlin 
apt become almost Girl Scoutish her recital their 
adventures—a factor which may prove annoying the 
adult reader. But the book has ring sincerity and 
enthusiasm which will appeal all those, both young 
and old, who like hunt and fish and travel dog sled 
through the snow. 


Romulo, Carlos Brother Americans. Doubleday, 
Doran. June 21, 1945. 212p. 


previous book, Mother America, General Romulo 
gave some reasons why the Filipinos remained loyal 
America throughout the war the Pacific. his present 
book tells how sympathetically America took him, 
Filipino, its heart during his nation-wide lecture tours. 


Unlike his previous books, this book has particular 
message, other than the great interest which American 
audiences took the Philippines and the lecturer him- 
self. Brother Americans chiefly account his 
lecture tour, his receptions various communities, and 
the interest the audiences showed his own personal 
anxiety over the fate his family which was still the 
Philippines, which were then under Japanese domination. 


The book more less public acknowledgment the 
many Americans, name, who took him into their homes 
and showed him particular kindnesses. Its theme, there 
clear one, that Americans not only showed race 
prejudice toward him, but treated him fellow Ameri- 
can. The author also found that the apparent lack 
seriousness about the war was only the surface, and 
that deep down America had been profoundly stirred and 
hurt the loss its possessions the Pacific and had 
rolled its sleeves tremendous effort win the war. 


doubtful the book would have been printed, 
would have wide sale, were not for the tremendous 
success the author’s previous books, and his fame 
lecturer exceptional power. the book came from 
person less reputation would considered very 
ordinary one. 


Caspary, Vera. Bedelia. Houghton, Mifflin. 
1945. 187p. $2.50. 


According the blurb, this novel the class psycho- 
are willing call that. doesn’t 
plunge directly into crime but starts pleasant tale 
married life, the adoring, almost shy, wife few 
months caring tenderly for her architect husband Charlie 
Horst their Connecticut home. Gradually, another 
side her character appears; she tells lie. Soon her 
husband taken suddenly ill. The doctor mysterious 
about his diagnosis. Charlie’s new neighbor and friend, 
Ben Chaney, more interested Bedelia than seemly. 
Ben’s sudden mention that friend name Keene 
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Barrett coming visit him upsets Bedelia and 
the action. concluding murder which rounds 
out the story hardly acceptable from moral stand. 
point. It’s the old case not being allowed take the 
law into your own hands even rid society 
menace. Suitable recreational adult reading. 


Smith, Allen, ed. Desert Island Decameron. 
day, Doran. June 21, 1945. 406p. $2.50. 


After his great labors creative writing Mr. Smith has 
decided relax less arduous task compiling into 
this anthology the humorous selections would like 
read desert island. thought this idea had long 
been relegated limbo but evidently, Mr. Smith can- 
didly admits, there’s still money made it. 
must say, fairness Mr. Smith, whose own works have 
not received the best reviews this periodical, that his 
choice others folks’ writing better than his own and 
wish too that had written them rather than some 
his foul-smelling cheese tidbits. Occasionally, verges 
into the indecent, and even into the blasphemous with 
Hecht’s “Missing Idol”, that can’t give his 
eron clean rating; for adults who like anthologies 
humor, this about average. 


Crime Club---June Selection 


Bayer, Oliver Weld. Eye for Eye. Doubleday, 
Doran. June 1945. 186p. $2.00. 


young woman, photographer for picture-news 
zine, unwittingly makes double contact with 
tives the French Underground America. news 
paper correspondent tells her stolen cigarette case, 
the engraving which reveals the whereabouts French 
patriot gold, and the recovery which determined 
effect. underground agent whom she photographs 
the act placing death note the body one 
the three collaborationists whom had marked for 
sonal vengeance makes her second contact. The story fol- 
lowing concerns the fate the other two traitors and 
connection with the silver cigarette case. 


Not detective story its title suggests, but mild little 
yarn intrigue. The ending rather forced, the removal 
the traitors the coincidental side, and the motivation 
for some the action bit weak. Best features are (1) 
the characterizations and movements two the 
and (2) the author’s tantalizing fashion cutting off 
scene its moment highest suspense, the 
reader discover subsequent dialogue narrative 
what really happened the scene. 


Helen Butler, 
Marywood College 


Arno, Peter, ed. The Bedside Tales. Anthology. 


Wm. Penn. Feb. 15, 1945. 569p. $1.98. 


This one the many companions which have 
assumed binding late. Most the smug and raucous 
stories are familiar mold, are the magazines from 
which they have been drawn. Aside from the sophisti 
cated smartness Ludwig Bemelmans and Allen 
Smith, there the expected studies night life 
most raw, sob stories with the accent the wrong emo 
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tions, attempts humor the most labored master-of- 
ceremonies sort, and miscellaneous pieces which appear 
often collections that the reprint privilege must 
minimum. There are few exceptions: Benchley, 
Benet, Cain, Connell, Hammett and Saki. find them 
the midst trash not worth the effort. 


Crime Club---July Selection 


Hale, Christopher. Midsummer Nightmare. Crime Club 
(Doubleday, Doran). July 1945. 224p. $2.00. 


Tragedy the form three murders and comedy the 
attempt Senator North win the hand Olivia War- 
burton are mixed this little bit chilly summer enter- 
Lt. French acquits himself creditably usual 
although seemed have let down his guard bit just 
before the third murder. Seems generally plausible and 
suitable for adults. 
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